28 January 2003

Hawai i an Ecosystens at Ri sk project (HEAR)
P. 0. Box 1272

Puunene, H 96784

Seeds of Change
P. 0. Box 15700
Santa Fe, NM 87506-5700

To whom it may concern:
It has come to ny attention that your conpany sells seeds of Hypericum

perforatum ("St. John's wort"). This species has been declared a
noxi ous weed in six U S. states* and is |listed as a "weed" in twenty-one

(21) countries around the world.** This species has caused untold nmllions
of dollars in lost agricultural productivity in those and other states in
the U. S. because of its toxicity to |ivestock. In fact, it was once

considered "the | eading [cause] of econonmic loss to California."***

Hypericum perforatumis considered "naturalized" throughout nuch of the
continental United States;**** however, it has yet to become a known

probl emin Hawaii, undoubtedly only due to its not having been planted here
(otherwise, it's due only to the fact that it hasn't yet had tinme to spread
to places that it has been discovered). (Mre information about this
species as a harnful weed is avail able online; search for "Hypericum
perforatuni at http://ww hear.org/ A ienSpeci esl nHawai i / | nf ol ndexPl ants. htm )
Additionally, the reason the species is not on nore states' noxious weed
lists is likely bureacratic rather than the fact that the species is not
significantly problematic (or potentially so) in that state; certainly that
is the case in Hawaii .

Al t hough the species is touted for clainmed medicinal properties, the
problemis that once introduced--even as plantings as an ornanental plant
or for harvest--even with the best of intentions, it is inpossible to
prevent the spread to other areas.

| ndeed, seeds of Hypericum perforatum are "seeds of change": but to the
i nevitable detriment of agricultural and natural comrunities.

Your conpany's sale of "certified organic" products and your stated policy
of a mssion to "preserve biodiversity" inplies that you have sone concern
for the inmpacts of your products on the environment. | hope this concern
extends to the long-terminpact of introduction of noxious weeds to
agriculture and natural conmunities where your products are sold (because
sal e of such products potentially decreases biodiversity, especially in

pl aces such as Hawaii, where the species you sell nay endanger endem c
and/ or endangered species).

On behal f of the Hawaiian Ecosystens at Ri sk project (HEAR

http://ww. hear.org), | ask you to consider renoving Hypericum perforatum
(as well as any other species known to be weeds) from your product |ine.
At the very least, | inplore you to not send such seeds to Hawaii .
Continuing to send such seeds to Hawaii neans that your conmpany w |l be
party to what nmay be a severe blow to Hawaii's economy (RE: |ivestock)
and/ or Hawaii's remaining natural comunities.



O hers voluntarily cooperate with this type of efforts to curtail new

i nvasi ve species introductions into Hawaii. |In fact, it was recently found
to be for sale at a store on Maui, and when apprised of the dangers of this
species to Hawaii, both the store and the supplying nursery agreed to

voluntarily renove the species fromsale. This is the kind of cooperation
we hope for from Seeds of Change.

Pl ease consi der our request to be responsible corporate citizens of "planet
Earth"--and particularly of Hawaii—-by renmoving seeds of potentially harnful
speci es from your product line.

Thank you.

Al oha,

Philip A. Thomas

pt @ear. org

Hawai i an Ecosystens at Ri sk project (HEAR)
http://ww. hear. org

cc: Hawaii State Departnment of Agriculture
Hawai i State Departnent of Land & Natural Resources/Division of Forestry & Widlife
The Nature Conservancy of Hawai i
Hawai i Cattlenen's Council
Maui Cattl enmen's Associ ation
Coordi nating G oup for Alien Pest Species (CGAPS)
Maui | nvasi ve Species Conmmittee
http://wwv. hear. or g/ speci es/ hyperi cum perforat un pdf s/ 20030128_open_|l etter_to_soc_re_hypper. pdf

*USDA/ APHI S: http://ww. aphi s. usda. gov/ npb/ st at enw. ht m

**Western Australia Dept. of Agriculture:
http://ww. wa. gov/ agr/ weedboar d/ weed_i nf o/ stj ohnswort. ht m

***Turner, N and A Szczaw nski. 1991. Common Poi sonous Pl ants and
Mushroonms of North Anerica. Tinmber Press, Portland, OR Pp 24, 136-137; and
Mtich, L. 1994. Common St. Johnswort. Weed Technol ogy, 1994. Vol. 8, Issue
3:658-661. No. 46 of the series "Intriguing Wrld of Weds"; per

http://ww. wa. gov/ agr/ weedboar d/ weed_i nf o/ stj ohnswort. ht m

***x*Ki ngsbury, J. 1964. Poisonous Plants of the United States and Canada.
Prentice-Hall, Inc. Englewood Cliffs, NJ. Pp. 52-57 and 171-175;; per
http://ww. wa. gov/ agr/ weedboar d/ weed_i nf o/ stj ohnswort. ht m



