Emergency Environmental Workforce

Kona Progress Report

February 18 – March 1, 2002

Kaloko-Honokohau Crew 

The crew continued to make excellent progress on the vegetation clearing area at Kaloko-Honokohau National Historic Park.  The portion of the site which is north of the trail has been cleared of fountain grass, haole koa and kiawe.  There were several debris piles that had to be moved to the trailside for the NPS staff to haul away for chipping later.  The Park staff also began spraying the cut grass clumps with 2% Roundup.

This week the crew started clearing the invasive plants on the south side of the trail.  This portion isn’t as wide as the one on the other side of the trail, so we are anticipating rapid progress and an end in sight to this important first phase of a native plant restoration project.
The Park Superintendent has written a letter of appreciation for all of the hard work that the Environmental Work Force has provided to the park (see attached letter).
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PuuWaawaa Crew

From March 5th – 8th, the other Kona crew worked at Kamehame Beach (near South Point) clearing haole koa and Christmas berry from the endangered Hawksbill turtle nesting area.  The woody invasive plants have been encroaching upon the open sand which the turtles require in order to bury their eggs.

The National Park Service had targeted an area approximately 225 sq. m. in size.  The crew was actually able to clear 1,575 sq. m. – an area six times the size of that which was anticipated!

The Christmas berry trees averaged 14 ft in height and were so thick that little or no sunlight reached the ground.  The crew used chainsaws, loppers and pick axes to clear the area.  Approximately 5 liters of Garlon were applied to the cut stumps.  An additional 20 gallons of Roundup solution was applied to the area after it was cleared.  Grass was weed-whacked from the center of a 1-mile section of access road, and a hole in the road was also repaired.  On the last day the crew collected several bags of seeds of endangered plants.  During this 3-day operation the crew remained on the site and camped on the beach.

This week was spent back at Puu Waawaa spraying Roundup on the 4-mile fuel break that they cut several weeks ago.  

The members of the Dry Forest Working Group submitted a letter of appreciation for the work accomplished on their restoration site (see attached letter).

Visitors

On Tuesday March 12 Senator English and Senator Kokubun visited the Emergency Environmental Work Force crews in Hilo and Kona.  The Puu Waawaa crew met the Senators and were pleased to have the opportunity to thank them and show off their work.  The Senators also expressed their gratitude for the workers’ participation in the program.
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Kamehame Beach: Left photo shows area before clearing.  Notice the fence almost completely engulfed in weedy vegetation.  Right photo shows site after being cleared.
[image: image4.jpg]United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
KALOKO-HONOKOHAU NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
734786 KaralaniSt, 714
Kailua-Kon, Hawail 46740

Mr. Tom ihii

Projeet Coordinator, State Emergency Environmental Work Force
Uti-Manoa Departinent of Botany

3190 Malle Way, St John 410

‘Honolul, HI 96822.2270

Dear Mr.Ishi

As Superintendent of Kaloko-Honokalas National Histarical Park 1 want o thaak you for
choasing our park as ane of your sites fr the invasive plant team. The park contans iiportant
‘Hawalion natural and cultural resources, including several endangered or candidate specis. The
invasive plan {cam has been a sigaifcant support or removing invasive plants from critical
habitets and allowing the park to recstablish native plnt species.

‘Specifically the team has work on two sites. The firt, Kaloko fishpond, is an |1-scre
fishpond constucted by mtive Hawalian betvecen 800 anl 60 years ago. The pond was
‘managed using traditional Hawaiian aquaculturo echsiques unil the 19505, Once the pond was
abandoned the ooean ook it tol and the seaallseparating the ocean from Kaloko pod was
‘completely knocked down. Tho park i in the process of retoring this wall I the nicrim the
invasive species piklewesd has Laken over the edges ofthe pond and cat i off from native
eatorbird specis. The invasive plant team removed picklewced from 2 section of the pord and
eadangered Hawaiian sils have returmed to uflze these important foeding nnd nesing habitats

The second arca targeted is st the south cnd of the park along aur interpretve trai. This area
. dry scrubland and contsins many significant ative Hawaian and Polynesian ntroduction
plants. Restoration of his habitat vallallow s to eintroduce the fll st of native plants
Eventually the park may be one of the fow places where seeds and cutting can be available for
restoration effrts in other aseas.

We at Kaloko-Honokohau nasional Historical Park appreciate this cooperstion and partaering
betvween federaland state sgeicics, The big niial sbor requirements 10 restore these arcss could
vt e possible without your help. The worl of theinvasive plsat tean has signifcanty flrthercd
e plant management program of the park. We also bellve that working with park saf has been
educationa for the team members and has furthered their outlook o the conservation needs of
Hawail. We look forward to working together i the uture.

B L B

Geraldine Bell
Superinteadent
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Masch 1, 2007
‘Dear Governor Ben Cayetare,

On January 26, 2002 over 650 native Havesian dry foret seedlings were outplacted n the
Ka'upuleb dy forest located on the leryad side o the B Island. The 30 or more cager
plaerssepresented nine agecies incluing the Fvwai ForestIndutry Associaton (HFIA), fhe
'USDA Forest Service, US Fish and Wildife Servics, Division of Foresty and Wildif, the
Haswass Commenity College Forest TEAM Program coordinated by Frod Stone, and the Kona:
‘Environmenta] Work Force (Stste of Huwas) fupervised by the USDA Forest Sevice and the Big
Tland Tnvasive Species Comrmites (BIISC). Brisn Kigaby, the Dryland Forest Working Group's
(DEWG) flltime techaicisn coordioated the outplting, This event as possible because of the
dedicned hard work of the Konn Environmental Work Force. This crew of seven yosng men.
cleared over one-acrs of foustain gras (Perisetum seacen) vis weediwhacking and
berbiciding prior 1o the day’s eveat. While foustain gass conirol soems “unfathomable” by
many, e have defined relaively imple and cost-efectve methods fo fourtain gras control i
Howaian Dry Forests. Our results have ahown that with nggressive inital control followed by
outplanting o native specics, r-fnvasion of fountan grass o the res & subsiantaly reduced
By far the most probibiive cost o this method i labor. Work erevs such as the Environmental
Work Force provide a erfcallink to the success of out restoration efforts.

Native dry forests ar among the miost diverse plant commsitesin Haswaii, and lso the most
coungered. Todey, the K'upaleisregion represents one of the argest nd highes quelity arcas
of emmeiming dry forest habitt within th state. Dry forests onse covered the catire North Koru
repion (e, 128,000 h) excep fo areas with very recent lava fowa. However, most of remaining
abitt within s egion consists ofonly fragmented, degradd, or senscent patehes of scaiered
matve tee species. The majorty of his forot s distppesod, and fountin grass now dommitates
the entive undessory of this region from sea Jevel t 2800 m, where i suppresses naive
vegettion and promotes devasiaing fires.

‘The Dry Forest Warking Group srongly supporss the ontimution of the Kona Eavironmental
‘Work Force. Many ofthe members o the group have provided, nd wil sontnue to provids,in-
kind suppor 1 the workersin exchange for thtr work on founiain gass conteol. The work foree
‘rew was thrilled 10 assist in oir outplnting efforts or: January 24°, and all commented on the
value of the wark. On yotung man i pasiculr speculsted how masy times i his lfe he had
dven by thearea mnd sever knew the unigueness and valup of the forest. He said that now he.
il alvays wondes how the plants are doing.

Sy,
Seaan O

The e o Dy Forest Working G
R ——

Soon Cortl

HC2 Box 9532, Keasy, HI96720
'80R-966-5428, or by eonail: cordellBawaii.odu




