Emergency Environmental Workforce

Kona Progress Report

28 January – 1 February 2002

Kaloko-Honokohau Crew:

The crew continues to work steadily on pickleweed control.  The debris in the 20-foot container that was reaching the brim last week was stomped down to make room for more.  So the crew continued to pull pickleweed this week.  Only half a day (Tuesday) was missed due to inclement weather.  Once the container is full, the park vegetation crew will haul it away and relocate it near the next project site (fountain grass control).  The crew is eager to switch to this new project as soon as possible.  

There are still only 4 workers on this crew, and there is no crew leader (however the NPS vegetation crew leader has taken on the responsibility of overseeing the crew).  One more worker has been hired and will start work on February 4.

	Total Pickleweed Infestation:
	1,350 m

	Removed Since Dec 21:
	290 m

	Remaining Infestation:
	1,060 m

	Remaining Fountain Grass:
	5 acres
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Puu Waawaa Crew:

Puu Waawaa (Kipuka Oweowe):  So far the crew has spent 3 days at Kipuka Oweowe, where they cleared fountain grass approximately 5 feet makai of the firebreak road and to 50-70 feet mauka of the firebreak road.  Linear distance was about 0.2 mile.  After clearing with the weed whackers they followed up with a treatment of Roundup.

Puu Waawaa (Lama Forest Paddock):  The crew has spent 7 days so far at this location.  They have cleared approximately 50 feet by 0.8 mile.  Most of the work has been on the makai side of the firebreak road, between it and the highway.  They have also cleared lantana from about half of the area that has been weed whacked.

Puu Anahulu:  So far the crew has spent 4 days at the mauka firebreak road, from the Kona road to the 1859 flow.  They have cleared from the entrance gate to the firebreak road and down the firebreak road towards the 1859 flow 50 feet (plus) by 0.4 mile.  Most of the clearing was done on the makai side of the firebreak road (between the main highway and the firebreak road).

Kaupulehu:  The crew has spent 8 days at this site so far where they have cleared 4-5 acres of fountain grass, sprayed with Roundup and assisted in planting preparation and helped in the planting of 500 native plants.  The site coordinator, Brian Kiyabu, is concerned about whether or not he will be able to maintain the amount of area now cleared of fountain grass (by himself), so the crew might be finished here even though there is about 70 acres that could use fountain grass control work.

	Site
	Total Firebreak
	Firebreak Completed
	Firebreak Remaining

	Puu Waawaa
	8.0 miles
	1.0 miles
	7.0 miles

	Puu Anahulu
	9.0 miles
	0.4 miles
	8.6 miles
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Mick Castillo briefs the Environmental Workforce 

on the Puu Waawaa fuel break project.

