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14 - 25 January 2002
Puu Waawaa Crew:

The crew of six workers and their supervisor continues to work steadily in the Puu Waawaa area.  They have now constructed fuel breaks in several of the most critical areas.  The fuel breaks are constructed by cutting fountain grass in a 50 ft swath.  Over half a mile of fuel break has been cut so far.  This is going to make a very significant difference in the coming dry season.  Fires that start along the roadside can now be contained before reaching sensitive areas that contain endangered plants.

The Workforce is being praised for their great accomplishments.  Appreciation for the workers’ ability to make efficient progress under extreme conditions has been given by the State Division of Forestry and Wildlife, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Dryland Forest Working Group, and notably by the Hawaii County Fire Department.

On January 24th, the EEWF participated in a planting day during which several hundred native plants were outplanted in a 5-acre area that the crew had recently cleared of fountain grass.  Students from Fred Stone’s Forest TEAM Program (Hawaii Community College) also participated.  Rare species such as halapepe, mau hau hele, koki’o, and bonamia vine found new homes in the understory of a remnant lama forest.  This planting day was part of a long-term effort by the Dryland Forest Working Group to restore the entire 70-acre parcel (owned by Kamehameha Schools).
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EEWF Worker, Bill Lassiter, looks over a flat of halapepe seedlings 

on planting day in the Kaupulehu Dryland Forest restoration site.
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EEWF Worker, Mark Lesan, assists Hawaii Community College student, Angel, planting a koki’o seedling.  Note the recently cut and sprayed fountain grass in the surrounding understory.

Kaloko Crew:

Despite losing their supervisor and three fellow workers to other jobs (including one transfer to the Hilo EEWF), the crew of four remains hard at work pulling pickleweed at Kaloko Pond and ivy gourd seedlings elsewhere in the park.  A second 20 ft container has been filled to the brim with pickleweed debris.  After most of the vegetation is removed, the National Park Service vegetation crew follows behind and flames what is left of the pickleweed with a propane torch.  This kills the plants and is an effective way to maintain a pickleweed-free shoreline, where the endangered Hawaiian stilts can now forage.

After RCUH reviewed the EEWF budget it was determined that the Kona operations can add four more workers and a supervisor to the dwindling numbers.  The new workers are expected to start on February 1st.
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EEWF Workers, Cheryl Lee and Richard Gates, pulling pickleweed  at Kaloko Pond.

Debris is hauled away in trash cans and put in a container for removal.
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Kaloko Pond after pickleweed removal.  

Cleared shoreline in the foreground, still-infested shoreline in the background.
