Emergency Environmental Workforce

Kona Progress Report

February 4 – 15, 2002

Kaloko-Honokohau Crew 

Monday, February 4th was the crew’s last day of pulling pickleweed at Kaloko Pond.  After clearing nearly 300 m of shoreline and filling two 20-foot containers full of pickleweed debris over a 6-week period, it was finally time to switch gears.  On Tuesday February 5th the crew began a new project which involves clearing invasive fountain grass and woody plants such as koa haole and kiawe within a 5-acre area.

The National Park Service has identified this area as a priority for invasive plant control due to the presence of a remnant coastal dry shrubland plant community.  Native species found there include: ‘ilie’e (Plumbago zeylanica), alahe’e (Psydrax odorata), a’ali’i (Dodonaea viscosa), and rare species such as maiapilo (Capparis sandwichiana) (a species of concern) and ko’oko’olau (Bidens micrantha) (only one plant remaining in the Park).  

Once the non-native, invasive plants are removed, the Park plans to restore the native shrubland community.  Protected within the Park’s jurisdictional boundaries, this restored habitat will the only one of its kind in the State of Hawaii.  Situated between the proposed new visitor center and the coast and ponds, this location will be visited by numerous people walking on the ala mauka makai trail, offering a perfect opportunity to interpret the importance and beauty of this rare habitat.  Additionally, the NPS plans to use the restored plant community as a seed source for further restoration activities in the Park’s vicinity.

The EEWF workers are proud to be participating in such an important and worthy project.  They are making rapid progress – already nearly one quarter of the area has been cleared.  Although the number of workers had dropped to only four, a fifth worker was added on February 4th, and a new crew supervisor is slated to arrive on February 19th.

[image: image1.jpg]- ropasnd.
“ New Visitor |

Center.

<. Vegetation
Clearing Area





[image: image2.png]



Kaloko Pond: The near shoreline has been cleared of pickleweed, 

the far shoreline is still infested (photo taken by NPS from a boom truck).
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Happy Hawaiian Stilts at Kaloko Pond

Puu Waawaa Crew 

Approach:

The North Kona Fuels Management Group (NKFMG), a sub-group of the Big Island Wildfire Coordinating Group (BIWCG), is a regionally-based consortium of wildland firefighting agencies, natural resource managers, ranchers, private landowners, and other assorted interests organized around the common cause of developing a long-term strategy to reduce wildfire occurrence within the North Kona and South Kohala districts of the island of Hawaii.  The NKMFG’s developing strategy calls for establishment and maintenance of over 50 miles of roadside fuelbreaks within the North Kona and South Kohala districts on the island of Hawaii. The PWW EEWF crew is helping the NKFMG achieve their landscape-scale objectives through initial establishment of a network of fuelbreaks according to established NKFMG priorities.  Continued funding of these projects will help achieve NKFMG goals of lasting protection of economic, cultural, biological, and recreational resource values within the region. 
Accomplishments & Projected Workload:
Accomplishments (with a 7-person work crew):

56 hrs./day = 280 hrs/week * 7 weeks = 1,960 hrs worked as of 2/8/02.
1 mile * 50 ft. wide = 264,800 sq. ft. = 5.5 Acres of fuelbreak/mile.

0.8 miles fuelbreak cut & treated** per week = 5.6 miles or 30.8 Ac as of 2/8/02.
Projected workload:

9 more weeks = 2,520 hrs.  
7.2 miles or 39.6 Ac of fuelbreak will be cut

Totals:

At end of the initial work period, 16 weeks or 4,480 hours will have been spent constructing fuelbreaks, protecting individual endangered tree species from fire, and/or preparing areas for ecosystem restoration.  At $10.00/hr this equates to $44,800 in labor.  After 16 weeks, 12.8 miles of fuelbreak will have been cut totaling 70.4 Acres (28.5 ha)

These 13 miles of fuelbreak will serve as the most critical component in an integrated wildfire management strategy that will directly protect 70 Acres of community dry forest restoration projects at Kaupulehu, endangered species occurring on private lands in Kealakehe, over 750 Acres of prime endangered plant habitat at Puu Waawaa, and 40,000 Acres of Game Management Area in Puu Anahulu.  These projects will also have indirect benefits to over 40,000 Acres of U.S Army lands at Pohakuloa Training Area, over 30,000 Acres of rangeland and game habitat at Puu Waawaa through maintaining woody vegetation cover and habitat for 25 federally endangered plant and animal species by ultimately reducing both the number of and size of wildfires that occur within those large landscapes.

Expenditures - Anticipated total expenditures after initial 16-week period:

DOFAW:          
Gasoline for vehicles and weed whackers

30 gal/week * $1.80/gal = $54.00/week    $54.00 * 16 weeks =

$     864.00

Weed whackers




2


$  1,200.00

Equipment storage




7 weeks

Training/support
16 weeks* 4 hrs/week = 64 person hrs ($10.00/hr)
$     640.00
TOTAL








$  2,704.00

Dry Forest Working Group:

Weed whackers




1


$     600.00

Herbicide





2.5 gal. 

$     500.00

Dye






2.0 gal.


$     300.00

Sprayers





4


$     400.00

Supplies (string, fuel, oil, etc.)





$     500.00

Training/supervision
8 days * 8 hrs/day = 64 person hrs ($15.00/hr)
$     960.00
$  3,260.00

North Kona Fuels Management Group:

Weed whackers




3


$  1,800.00

Herbicide





30 gal.


$  1,300.00

Dye






7.5 gal.    

$     800.00

Backpack sprayer




1


$     100.00

ATV use 





1


$  5,000.00
TOTAL








$  9,000.00

USFWS:  

Weed whackers




4


$  2,400.00

Personal Protective Equipment


12 sets


$     596.00

Sprayers (vehicle-mounted and backpack)

4


$     600.10

Supplies (oil, cutting string, tools, etc.)




$  2,500.00

Transportation








$  7,247.04

Equipment Storage







$  2,771.56
TOTAL








$16,114.70


Grand Total Equipment, Supplies, Transportation, and other Support:

$ 31,078.70

The Puu Waawaa crew progress report was prepared by Mick Castillo, USFWS

