Emergency Environmental Workforce

Kona Progress Report

February 18 – March 1, 2002

Kaloko-Honokohau Crew 

The crew has made excellent progress on the invasive plant removal project in the vegetation clearing area at Kaloko-Honokohau NHP.  Approximately 3.5 of the 5.0 acre area has been cleared so far.  Fountain grass has been weed-whacked and the woody plants have been lopped and hauled away.  The site is looking good – only native plants, some quite rare,  and an occasional kiawe tree, that will have to be chainsawed down later, remain on the site.

Some interesting archeological features are being uncovered in the area where the crew is currently working, including petroglyphs,  konane  (a game board or counting/grid system consisting of holes carved into the pahoehoe), gravesites, caves, and ancient foot paths.  Needless to say, the Park archeologists are very excited about these new findings which were previously hidden by the cover of invasive plants.
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EEWF crew using weed-whackers to clear fountain grass.
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PuuWaawaa Crew

Kaupulehu Restoration Site – Site 1 

In February, the crew spent 2 days at this site assisting Brian Kiyabu after the planting event: moving extra plants back to the nursery, relocating supplies and spraying Roundup in additional areas that have been weed whacked by the crew.  Brian has requested an additional day for the entire crew to spray Roundup (approx. 100 gallons of 2% solution) in areas needed at his worksite. The crew will schedule that day sometime during the week of March 11-15.

Puu Waawaa – Kipuka Oweowe Firebreak – Site 2

The crew began this past week extending the firebreak at Kipuka Oweowe to the one they created at Puu Waawaa – Lama forest paddock. This area is approximately 0.2 mile and will be completed on March 1. They will use approximately 20 gallons of 2% Roundup solution to spray in the areas that were cut in January. (These are areas where Mick Castillo had them cut the firebreak a little deeper, and they have not been sprayed as yet.) This will be completed on March 4th. 

Puu Waawaa – Lama forest paddock – Site 4

The crew spent 1 ½  days during the first week of February finishing up the cutting of Lantana at this site. They hauled all of the Lantana out of the field and stacked it on the side of the firebreak road. In the last 2 weeks they have spent 3 more days at this site, spraying Roundup (approx. 250 gallons of 2% solution). They will finish spraying this site on March 4th.

Puu Waawaa – Makai enclosures and Lone trees

The crew spent 1 day working with Mick Castillo and Brian Kiyabu searching for endangered trees. Whenever they found the trees they cut all fountain grass away from the dripline of the branches. They then sprayed Roundup under the trees. They also collected seeds and recorded the locations of each tree by GPS.

Puu Waawaa – DOFAW cabin, side of Hualalai above Puu Waawaa Cinder Cone

The crew spent 1 day working on an enclosure at the cabin site where the DLNR has approximately 50 to 75 endangered plants and trees growing in a fenced in area. The crew weed whacked and hand pulled invasive grasses from around the plants and trees. A member of NARS then sprayed herbicide in the enclosure.

Puu Anahulu – Mauka firebreak road – Kona Gate to 1859 flow

The crew continued cutting the last 0.4 of a mile on this section of firebreak on February 20th and 21st. After Mick inspected this area he requested a little extra cutting right at the 1859 flow. It will take two workers about half a day and will be done while the crew is spraying the previously cut areas. They have also sprayed 0.2 mile of this area that was cut in January.

Puu Anahulu – Mauka firebreak road – Kona Gate to the Waimea Gate

The crew spent 7 days cutting a fuel break approximately 3 ½ miles long at 50 plus feet wide on this firebreak between the Kona and Waimea gates. They have sprayed Roundup the equivalent of 0.2 mile in this particular location. They will need to spend at least 5 days completing the spraying in this area.

Manuka – NARS

February 25-28, four members of the team worked in the Manuka State Park area doing hand eradication of lantana and other invasive plants. Herbicides were also applied in these areas. The crew stayed in a DLNR cabin close to the worksite. On March  18th – 22nd  the crew will be back for more work in the Manuka State Park area.

The Puu Waawaa crew progress report was prepared by crew leader David Scott.

