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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of May 5, 2008.    
Crews will be working during 
daylight hours and up until 
around 9:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for Monday and Tues-
day, May 5 and 6. 
  This past week the crew 
applied lime to sections 18, 19, 
and 20.   
  Citric acid was sprayed in 
section 18 as well as just out-
side of section 18. 
  Herbicide was applied in 
section 19 and partially in sec-
tion 20 to control guinea grass 
and weeds. It was also applied 
in section 2 to control re-
growths of small trees. 
  Calling frogs were heard just 

outside of section 18, as well as a 
couple in section 17. 
  We had one (possibly two) 
“super escapees” south of section 
2 past the row of ironwood trees 
in some guinea grass. 
  Next week work will focus on 
this outside area.  Trails have 
been cut for access and we will 
be drenching the area with citric 
acid. 
  Citric acid will also be applied in 
sections 17, 18 (as well as just 
outside of 18), and wherever any 
calling frogs are heard. 
  Lime will be applied around 
section 18, surrounding the call-
ing frogs. 
  Herbicide will be applied in sec-
tion 3 to control small shrubs and 
guinea grass. 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 

POSTED:   

Friday, May 2, 2008 

  Thank you to those who re-
ported the escapee.  This gives a 
new twist on “neighborhood 
watch”; our own Coqui Patrol! 

 

Report coqui frogs! 

643-PEST 

The Rheobatrachus 
silus, a dry-region 

dweller, swallows its 
eggs and broods them 
in its stomach since 

there aren’t any ponds 
available. 

A Coqui Frog 

Photo by Rogelio Doratt 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:                                                                                      

 http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 

= http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/living/stories/2008/04/25/salamander_0426.html 

= http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=143&art_id=nw20080423184446366C703194 

Dillard — The green folds of Geor-
gia's mountains may hold a secret 
that scientists around the world 
want to know: 
     Why do salamanders in its 
creeks and bogs appear impervious 
to a fungus that is killing amphibians 
all over the world? 
    The Atlanta Botanical Garden's 
Robert Hill is trying to find out the 
only way he knows — on his knees, 
in the muck and goo. He catches 
salamanders. 
     "Oh, here's one!" Hill squatted 
inches above a nameless creek 
Wednesday on a Rabun County 
ridge in the northeastern corner of 
the state. He slid his hand into the 
swirling murk and pulled out a little 
brown something. It was mostly tail 
and all thrash, 4 inches of frantic life. 
Hill slid it into a plastic baggie slosh-
ing with water and stared for a 

moment at the creature. The sala-
mander stared back, pressing bul-
bous eyes against the plastic like a 
kid eyeballing candy in a jar. 
     "To tell you the truth, I'm not 
sure what it is," said Hill, who 
planned to take a sample of the 
slime on its skin for scientific analysis 
before releasing the salamander. "It's 
kind of cool, though." 
     Hill returned to the hunt, his 
thick-rubber boots sliding on 
rounded rocks. He paused over a 
stone the size of a casserole dish. 
Hill reached into a pile of wet leaves 
under it and pulled out a 2-inch 
wiggler the color of coffee. 
     "Ocoee salamander," he said. 
“They're everywhere." 
     Hill, 28, knows. He's been prowl-
ing the waterways of North Georgia 
for the botanical garden since last 
year, grabbing slippery slitherers in 

the name of science. The region's 
hills and ridges contain more than 30 
species — more salamanders than 
just about anywhere. The mountains, 
he said, are "an adaptive radiation 
point," which is a scientist's way of 
saying the varying species practically 
originated here and spread outward. 
When dinosaurs roamed the Earth, 
said Hill, salamanders crouched 
under rocks and watched them pass. 
     "Here," said Hill. He held a third 
salamander, another Ocoee. It was a 
study in contrasts — chestnut 
brown, with dark-gold spots. "Really 
pretty," Hill murmured. 
 
To Read More Go To: 
 
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/li
ving/stories/2008/04/25/salamander_
0426.html 

Answers To Amphibian Mystery  
May Slither Around Georgia  

A Blue Ridge  
Two-Line Slamander 

Atlanta Botanical Garden’s 
Robert Hill 

Photo By Todd McQueen 

Horseshoe Crabs 

Gastric Brooding Frog 

Antibiotics disappear along with Amphibians 
New York - Medical science stands 
to lose a new generation of precious 
antibiotics and cancer treatments 
unless measures are adopted to 
prevent the loss of amphibians such 
as frogs, newts and salamanders, the 
UN Environment Programme said 
Wednesday. 
     The amphibians, certain species 
of bears, some pines and spruces, 
sharks and horseshoe crabs are all 
helping the medical industry manu-
facture new generations of drugs to 
treat macular degeneration, thinning-
bone diseases, kidney failure, some 
cancer diseases and gastric ulcers. 
     But those species are fast disap-
pearing as the world's biological 
diversity shrinks with the loss of land 
to development and marine-based 
life forms. 
     The study, "Sustaining life: How 
human health depends on biodiver-
sity," was launched by Oxford Uni-
versity at United Nations headquar-
ters in New York. 

     It includes the work of more 
than 100 experts and an appeal for 
action to prevent the loss of specific 
species before the medical science 
can discover their health secrets. 
     "Habitat loss, destruction and 
degradation of ecosystems, pollu-
tion, over-exploitation and climate 
change are among the powerful and 
persistent impacts that are running 
down the planet's nature-based 
capital, including the medical treas-
ure trove of the world's biodiver-
sity," said Achim Steiner, the UNEP 
director.  
     The authors of the study noted 
for example the gastric-brooding 
frogs, which incubate their young in 
their stomachs and give birth to live 
baby frogs through their mouths. 
The babies produce a substance that 
prevents the mother from throwing 
up before they are born. 
      The frog was first identified in 
the 1980s in Australia's undisturbed 
rainforests and has led to discover-

ies into the prevention and treat-
ment of human peptic ulcers, which 
affect 25 million people in the 
United States alone. 
     Some 6,000 known amphibians 
such as frogs, toads, newts, salaman-
ders and caecilians, which resemble 
giant earthworms, are threatened by 
extinction, the study said. 
     The study said Panamanian poi-
son frogs can help science to 
strengthen contractions of the heart 
and Ecuadorian poison frogs could 
be the source of a new generation of 
pain killers. An Australian frog that 
produces glue can help the search 
for natural adhesives for repairing 
cartilage and tissue tears in humans. 
 
 
To Read More Go To: 
http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_i
d=1&click_id=143&art_id=nw20080
423184446366C703194 

A Caecilian 


