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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of April 7, 2008.    
Crews will be working during 
daylight hours and up until 
around 9:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for Monday and Tues-
day, April 7 and 8. 
  This past week the crews 
applied lime in section 7, which 
is the big puka.  They were 
also able to apply citric acid in 
section 18 and just outside of 
18 where a calling frog was 
heard. 
  Herbicide was applied in 
section 6 to control vegetative 
re-growth which will help to 
eliminate coqui habitat. 
  The frogs in the coqui cages 
have been calling but the rest 

of the infestation site seems to be 
very quiet; a good indicator for 
successfully eliminating this popu-
lation. 
  The weather was windy and 
cool with a slight drizzle on and 
off during the days and storming 
later at night. 
  This week the crew will be ap-
plying herbicide, with permission, 
to the area just outside of 18 to 
control the vegetation and 
grasses and to provide easier 
access to where they heard a 
calling frog.  
  They are also scheduled to apply 
lime to section 11 as well as apply 
citric acid outside of section 18 
and to any areas where frogs may 
be heard.  

 

 Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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Online at www.hear.org/kisc/coqui_news 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 
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Report coqui frogs! 

643-PEST 

An Argentinean  
horned frog  

Ceratophrys ornata,  
has biting teeth. 

 

6” Coqui frog bean bag from 
www.tracysbeans.com 



Cleveland Metroparks Zoo fighting to save the frogs 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:                                                                                     

http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 

= http://blog.mlive.com/grpress/2008/04/john_ball_zoo_exhibit_to_focus.html 
 

= http://blog.cleveland.com/lifestyles/2008/04/cleveland_metroparks_zoo_fight.html 

A Solomon Island Leaf Frog 
Photo by Katy Batdorff 

A Mossy Frog 
Photo By Katy Batdorff 

     GRAND RAPIDS -- Kermit the 
Frog used to lament that it's not 
easy being green. 
     These days, it seems it's just 
hard to be a frog. 
     To highlight amphibians' dwin-
dling global population, John Ball 
Zoo will open a frog exhibit April 
19 that features 15 exotic species. 
     "Frogs are disappearing," said 
zoo spokeswoman Krys Bylund. 
"We want to inspire kids to be 
friendly to frogs." 
The exhibit will highlight a global 
"Year of the Frog" effort by zoos 
to remind folks that frogs are in 
serious trouble because of global 
warming, loss of habitat and a 
widespread outbreak of toxic 
fungus. 
     In fact, if it weren't for breed-
ing programs, some species of 
frogs would be wiped out alto-
gether because they already are 

extinct in the wild, said Animal 
Management Supervisor Dan 
Malone. "We're acting sort of like 
an amphibian ark to hold these 
animals and release them back 
into wild areas," Malone said. 
     The new exhibit is being built 
near the children's zoo, in a space 
formerly occupied by moon jelly-
fish. 
The colorfully painted enclosure is 
being designed to capture chil-
dren's imagination and get them 
excited about frogs, Malone said. 
     It will feature a variety of frogs, 
including the Michigan bullfrog, as 
well as more exotic-looking ani-
mals. 
     There will be the tiny, bright 
yellow Solomon Island Leaf Frog, 
often called the "Eyelash Frog" 
because of the distinctive protrud-
ing ridges around its eyes. And the 
green and black Vietnamese 

"Mossy Frog" that looks like it has 
hair on it and resembles a rock 
covered with fungus. 
     There also will be a selection 
of bright blue, green, red and black 
"Poison Dart" frogs that get their 
name from South American na-
tives using their toxic secretions 
to lace the tips of arrows, Malone 
said. 
     But don't worry, he said, the 
"Poison Dart" frogs at John Ball 
are not particularly dangerous 
because they do not feast on poi-
sonous ants and spiders like those 
found in the wild. 
     "There are still some danger-
ous secretions on their skin, so 
we do wear gloves," he said. 
 
To view more go to: 
http://blog.mlive.com/grpress/2008
/04/john_ball_zoo_exhibit_to_foc
us.html 

     2008: Leap Year and Year of the 
Frog. Coincidence or conspiracy? 
     Neither -- just clever timing by 
the Association of Zoos and Aquari-
ums, which is staging the Year of the 
Frog. 
     Association members, including 
the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, have 
committed this year to stirring up 
interest in the plight of the world's 
amphibians -- frogs, salamanders, 
newts, toads and caecilians, which 
look like worms or eels and live in 
tropical areas. Nearly one-third of 
the world's 6,000 species are in 
danger of extinction, according to 
the World Conservation Union. 
Scientists blame a confluence of 
factors, including an infectious fungal 
disease, global warming and loss of 
habitat. 

     Amphibians infected with a 
deadly form of chytrid fungus display 
neurological problems and sloughing 
skin. The carrier might be the Afri-
can clawed frog, sold as pets and 
used in medical research and appar-
ently unaffected by the disease. 
There is no known treatment. 
     "Every amphibian on the planet is 
in danger of going the way of the 
dinosaurs," said Geoff Hall, general 
curator at the Cleveland Metroparks 
Zoo. "It's a crisis of the magnitude of 
the dinosaurs going extinct." 
The fungus is a significant cause of 
the losses and has been in North 
America since the '50s, but habitat 
loss is by far the biggest problem, 
Hall said.    
     "We have to value natural land," 

he said. "The value of a grove of 
trees needs to be considered in 
relation to the value of a shopping 
center." 
     The zoo is coordinating Leap 
into Action, a regional initiative 
offering opportunities for the public 
to become educated and involved in 
amphibian conservation. In April, for 
example, the Lake, Summit, Medina 
and Geauga county park systems will 
offer hikes relating to specific am-
phibians. 
 
 
To Read More go to: 
http://blog.cleveland.com/lifestyles/20
08/04/cleveland_metroparks_zoo_fi
ght.html 

Red-Eyed Tree Frog 

Panamanian Golden Frog 

John Ball Zoo Exhibit to Focus on Frogs 


