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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of March 17, 
2008.    Crews will be arriving 
in the afternoon and working 
until around 9:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for Monday and Tues-
day, March 17 and 18. 
  This past week the crew 
applied lime in sections 5, 3 
and 9.  Citric acid was applied 
in section 5 where a mature 
calling frog was heard. 
  Herbicide was applied in 
secitons18 through 22 and 
along the roadside of section 
2. 
  Several frogs were heard at 
the site this week.  One was 
captured near the top of sec-
tion 17 and also outside of 

section 2.  Single frogs were 
sprayed in section 9 and section 
5.  When the crew left after their 
efforts on Tuesday night, the site 
was quiet of all calling frogs. 
  This week, the crew will work 
on applying lime in section 6 and 
citric acid in sections 18-22 as 
well as spot-spraying any calling 
frogs. 
  As the weather starts to get 
warmer with wet trade winds, we 
expect the frogs to become more 
active with more possible calling. 
  Please help the KISC crew re-
spond to these calling frogs by 
calling the KISC office to report 
them (phone numbers at right) 
  We have also been actively re-
sponding to reported coqui else-
where on the island with no 
other confirmed coqui, only 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 

POSTED:   
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greenhouse frogs.  Please encour-
age friends and neighbors, co-
workers and visitors to report 
suspected frogs to the pest hot-
line.  We need to stop these 
frogs from establishing popula-
tions on Kaua`i.  Help keep 
Kaua`i coqui-free! 

 

Report coqui frogs! 

643-PEST 

Toads have relatively 
short legs and lack 
the jumping ability 
and range of frogs.  

Eleutherodactylus coqui  
photo by Eric O’Neil 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 
= http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/coqui/PhysicalBarriers.asp 
 
= http://www.sciencenews.org/pages/pdfs/data/1999/15603/15603-17.pdf 

A surprising tale of a frog’s tail 
  The tadpole’s metamorpho-
sis into a frog has intrigued 
biologists for more than a 
century. 
  Scientists have long known 
that a hormone produced by 
the thyroid gland sets the 
dramatic event into motion, 
but they’ve had less insight 
into the influences of other 
molecules. Donald D. Brown 
of the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington in Baltimore and 
his colleagues have begun to 
address that issue. 
  The researchers have fo-
cused on the way that the tail 

of a tadpole disappears, or is 
resorbed, during metamorpho-
sis. More than a dozen genes 
increase their activity during 
the tail resorption, said Brown 
last month in Charlottesville, 
Va., at the annual meeting of 
the Society for Developmental 
Biology. 
  Brown’s group has also ge-
netically altered frogs to over-
produce certain hormones 
thought to act during meta-
morphosis. These hormones 
haven’t proven as important as 
expected. Frogs engineered to 
make lots of growth hormone, 

for instance, become so fat that 
they die within 9 months after 
hatching, but they still undergo 
seemingly normal metamorpho-
sis. Tadpoles that overproduce 
the hormone prolactin also 
metamorphose as usual—with 
one interesting exception. 
  “They do everything perfectly 
well, except they can’t resorb 
their tails. They turn into frogs 
with extremely long tails,” says 
Brown. The leftover tails lose 
all their muscles during meta-
morphosis, so they are like scar 
tissue, he adds. 

    

Coqui Conference presentations available 
   The First International 
Conference on Coqui was 
held in Hilo, Hawai`i on Feb-
ruary 7, 2007. 
  This conference featured 
speakers from as far away as 
Australia, Florida, and Phila-
delphia. 
  Now, thanks to the Univer-
sity of Hawai`i’s College of 
Tropical Agriculture and Hu-
man resources, most of the 
presentations and posters 
that were given at the confer-
ence are available online. 
  Also available are the pres-
entation abstracts and confer-
ence proceedings. 
  You may view these presen-
tations online at: 
http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/c
oqui/AbstractsandPresentatio
ns.asp. 
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