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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of February 25, 
2008.    Crews will be arriving 
in the afternoon and working 
until around 9:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 27. 
  This past week was a busy 
one for the field crew.  They 
were only scheduled to work 
at the frog site one day, but 
ended up there on Wednesday 
as well.  
  Tuesday was spent clearing a 
fallen tree, applying lime in 
sections 2 and 3, and surveying 
for calling frogs.   
  Following up on reports from 
neighbors, the crew discov-
ered three calling frogs by the 

over-flow pipe that empties into 
Aepo reservoir east of section 8.  
This area is heavily vegetated and 
cuts steeply into the bank. 
  Wednesday, the crew followed 
up in this area by cutting a trail to 
gain access and then applying 
citric acid to saturate the area 
and any hiding frogs. 
  This coming week, the crew will 
follow up on another coqui re-
portedly heard at another reser-
voir in Kalaheo as well as work at 
the Lawai site applying lime in 
section 2. 
  They will also be monitoring the 
Lawai site closely to evaluate 
their recent efforts. 
  Thank you to all the neighbors 
who quickly call in any reports of 
calling frogs so that we can follow 
up with detection and control. Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 
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  Report coqui frogs! 

643-PEST 

Lava Tree State Park, 
on the island of Ha-

waii, has a coqui 
population density 
that is twice that of 

Puerto Rico. 



Page 2 Work Notification 

Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 
 

= http://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/articles/2008/02/09/local_news/local01.txt 
 
= http://news.ufl.edu/2007/06/12/cuban-tree-frog/ 

  None of the amphibian spe-
cies currently found in Hawaii 
is native to these islands. Iden-
tifying the source of allochtho-
nous populations can be critical 
for developing successful man-
agement strategies to control 
or eradicate pest species. In 
this context, molecular mark-
ers have been extensively used 
to infer the native or intro-
duced nature of taxa of uncer-
tain origin or the colonization 
history of recently introduced 
species, mostly based on 
mtDNA data. 
  In a recently published article 
co-authored by Karen Beard, 
Utah State University, to re-

sults suggest that individual E. 
coqui were introduced to Ha-
waii from populations in north-
eastern Puerto Rican lowlands. 
This result is not surprising con-
sidering that E. coqui is thought 
to have been introduced to 
Hawaii accidentally via nursery 
plants (Kraus et al., 1999), and 
the primary ports in Puerto Rico 
are in the northeastern low-
lands. 
  At the recent Coqui Confer-
ence, held in Hilo at the begin-
ning of February, Karen Beard 
discussed her findings. Addi-
tional coqui sampling from both 
Kauai and Maui revealed even 
more interesting results. 

Genetic study pinpoints origin of Hawaii coqui  

  Further genetic testing re-
vealed that the frogs at Kauai’s 
one infestation were also from 
Hawaii island’s original intro-
duction.  However, Maui’s 
large infestation of coqui at 
Maliko Gulch are from a sepa-
rate introduction. 
  Adam Radford, MISC’s Verte-
brate Supervisor, had suspi-
cions that their frogs were 
special as they had noticed that 
the markings on the frogs at 
the Maliko Gulch location were 
different from coqui at other 
locations across Maui. 
  If you are interested in a copy 
of the Beard paper, please 
contact KISC.   

GAINESVILLE, Fla. - 
  North Florida residents 
accustomed to tiny tree 
frogs may feel jumpy - a 
giant Cuban species has 
colonized half the state and 
is moving north, a Univer-
sity of Florida expert says. 
  The Cuban tree frog may 
threaten its native counter-
parts, said Steve Johnson, an 
assistant professor with 
UF’s Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences. The 
amphibians have already 
become a nuisance to 
homeowners and utilities 

workers. 
  Johnson, based at UF’s Gulf 
Coast Research and Educa-
tion Center in Plant City, 
wrote a recently published 
extension document on Cu-
ban tree frogs. 
  “We don’t really know 
(how serious the issue is),” 
Johnson said. “They’re not 
going to attract the attention 
of citrus canker or some 
other problem that has huge 
economic importance.” 
  But “huge” is a good word 
to describe the frog, which 
can be more than 6 inches 

long. Usually creamy white 
to light brown, they have 
large eyes and rough skin. 
Their skin is coated with a 
secretion that irritates mu-
cus membranes; Johnson 
says people shouldn’t touch 
the animals barehanded. 
  Dr. Johnson recently at-
tended the Coqui Confer-
ence held in Hilo, Hawaii 
and shared his experiences 
this this pest.   
 
See: 
http://news.ufl.edu/2007/06/
12/cuban-tree-frog/ 

What is invading Florida? Cuban tree frogs! 

Typical markings on coqui 
found at Maliko Gulch, Maui 

(note stripe across  
head of frog) 

Dorsal stripe typical of the 
coqui on Big Island and Kauai. 

Dr. Steve Johnson with a Cuban 
tree frog 

Cuban tree frog 


