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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of February 18, 
2008.    Crews will be arriving 
in the afternoon and working 
until around 7:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 
19. 
  This coming Monday, Febru-
ary 18, 2007 is President’s Day 
Holiday and the crew will not 
be working at the site. 
  This past week the crew 
applied lime in sections 14, 15, 
16, and part of 13.  They were 
very careful to leave a perime-
ter around the coqui habitat 
that is located in section 14. 
  The frogs in both cages 
seemed happy, but cold 
weather prevented them from 

calling.   
  As the crew was leaving the site 
on Tuesday night, they heard a 
frog calling in section 9 near the 
farmhouse. 
  This coming week the crew will 
be cutting a tree in section 15 
near the top.  They will also  try 
to capture the frog in section 9 as 
well as monitoring the entire site. 
  Lime is scheduled to be applied 
in section 2 and any areas of call-
ing frogs. 
  Last week, the 1st International 
Conference on Coqui was held in 
Hilo with many different speakers 
addressing not only coqui frogs 
but other invasive amphibians as 
well. 
  There is an excerpt from a 
headline article about the confer-
ence on the back of this flyer 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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Online at www.hear.org/kisc/coqui_news 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 

POSTED:   

Friday, February 15, 2008 

President’s Day Holiday 
Monday, February 18, 2007 

from the Tribune Herald. 

   

  Report coqui frogs! 

643-PEST 

“It isn’t a matter of 
eliminating things, it is a 

matter of preserving 
things.” 

 
Mayor Harry Kim  

at the 1st International  
Conference on Coqui 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 
 

= http://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/articles/2008/02/09/local_news/local01.txt 
 
= http://invasions.bio.utk.edu/invaders/coqui.html 

  Coqui frog populations 
tripled on the Big Island in 
2007 from the year before -
- and some heavily-infested 
areas have as many as 
20,000 of the noisy amphibi-
ans on each acre. 
  That's part of the findings 
being shared at the First 
International Conference on 
the Coqui Frog in Hilo. 
  Members of invasive spe-
cies councils and the Coqui 
Frog Working Group, area 
lawmakers, community 
members and researchers 
from across Hawaii and 
from the mainland shared 
research, stories on current 
eradication efforts and pos-
sible paths forward in what 
at least one participant 
called a "daunting task." 
  "I don't think you could 
eradicate the frogs (on the 
Big Island); I don't think 
that's worth thinking about," 
said William Mautz, a re-
searcher with the University 
of Hawaii at Hilo Biology 
Department. "What we're 
thinking about now is some 
level of control on their 
spread, barriers to their 
spreading like cleared areas 

and coqui fences."  
  About 70 attendees were 
on track to know as much 
about the frog as anyone 
could want to digest when 
the three-day conference 
wraps up today -- everything 
from frog diets, genetic 
makeup, mating, habitat and 
distribution to sound pres-
sure levels, potential biologi-
cal controls and the role of 
invasive forests in the explo-
sion of the frogs. The Hilo-
based Coqui Frog Working 
Group organized the event. 
  The take-home message 
from Friday's presentations 
was that eradication of the 
invasive and noisy frog is 
possible -- but only with a 
coordinated community ef-
fort, repeated spraying, mas-
sive manpower and perhaps 
even the wholesale clearing 
of land. And that's only if 
communities act before the 
species gains the kind of 
foothold it has on the Big 
Island, where 20,000 to 
25,000 acres were infested 
last year -- up from 7,000 
acres in 2006. 
  "In that time, we've had a 
lot of control efforts. The 

Containing the Coqui   by Bret Yager Tribune-Herald Staff Writer  

numbers would be a lot 
higher if it wasn't for on-
ground control efforts by 
different agencies and the 
community," said Hans Sin, 
coqui coordinator with the 
Department of Land and 
Natural Resources. "Given 
the current resources and 
challenges, I don't think 
eradication is possible. But 
we can continue our con-
trol efforts. Like the guava 
and the mongoose, they're 
invasive species but we can 
still hit them hard." 
  Manuka State Park in West 
Hawaii once had about 
90,000 frogs per hectare, 
said Karen Beard, a Utah 
State University researcher 
who has spent several years 
studying the coqui on the 
Big Island. A massive spray-
ing effort has knocked that 
population down to about 
9,000. Lava Tree State Park 
currently has about 18,000 
of the frogs per acre.  
  On Kauai and Oahu, mas-
sive efforts to wipe out the 
frog appear successful. Not 
one chirp from the frogs 
have been heard on either 
island for months now. 

Saturday, February 09, 2008  

  However, each of those 
islands had only one site to 
deal with each -- about 22 
acres on Kauai and 12 acres 
near the edge of Oahu's 
Schofield Barracks. 
  On Kauai, the infested 
acreage finally had to be 
stripped of vegetation under 
14 inches in diameter, said 
Keren Gundersen of the 
Kauai Invasive Species 
Council. Repeated spraying, 
an elaborate network of 
frog noise monitors and 150 
traps were also used. In 
2007, a total of 82,000 gal-
lons of citric acid and hy-
drated lime were sprayed 
and 4,700 man hours were 
spent to eliminate the Kauai 
frogs, which were believed 
to have arrived in 1999 in 
nursery products. 
  "We feel we pretty much 
have the problem in hand," 
Gundersen said. 
 
Bret Yager can be reached at 
byager@hawaiitribune-
herald.com.  
 
To read the entire article please 
see http://www.hawaiitribune-
herald.com/articles/2008/02/09/ 
local_news/local01.txt 


