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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of February 4, 
2008.    Crews will be arriv-
ing in the afternoon and 
working until around 7:30 
pm. 
  Field crew work is 
scheduled for February 4 
and 5. 
  This past week lime was 
applied in sections 10, 11, 15, 
16, 19, 20, and 21. 
  The weather was windy and 
cold and no frogs were heard 
throughout the site except 
one in one of the cages. 
  There were no female frogs 
on the outside of the cage. 
  This week the crew will 

control weeds with herbicide in 
sections 17 through 22 and 
apply lime in sections 14 
through 16 all through the 
strawberry guava patch. 
  At the end of the week is the 
First International Conference 
on Coqui being held in Hilo on 
February 7, 8, and 9.  Some of 
the activities will include a field 
trip to coqui infested areas as 
well as lectures from guest 
speakers hailing from both 
Puerto Rico and Australia.  
KISC will give a presentation 
regarding our project in Lawai. 
Other islands will also give 
presentations and we will then 
be part of a panel to field ques-
tions regarding various aspects 
of our coqui eradication pro-
jects. 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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Coqui News 
 

Online at www.hear.org/kisc/coqui_news 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 

POSTED:   
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Sodium and Potassium 
Bicarbonate are two 
compounds that are 

found throughout nature 
in living systems and in 

non-living environments.  

Sequence showing a male coqui frog 
engorging with air before-during and 
after his piercing 2-toned mating call. 

Photo by Leigh Hillbert 2006  

  More reporting on this confer-
ence will be in the Coqui News. 

 

Report coqui frogs! 

643-PEST 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 
 

= http://epa.gov/oppbppd1/biopesticides/ingredients/factsheets/factsheet_073508.htm 
 
= http://www.convert-me.com/en/convert/weight 

  Recently baking soda has been 
promoted to control coqui 
frogs. While some concentra-
tions of baking soda may be 
effective, the only legal and 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA)-approved agents 
for controlling coqui frogs at 
this time are citric acid and 
hydrated lime.  
  Use of baking soda as a 
frog control agent has not 
been approved by the EPA; 
therefore it would be a 
violation of EPA regula-
tions to use it for that pur-
pose.  
  So why would there be an 
interest in using baking soda to 
control frogs?   
  Potassium bicarbonate and 
sodium bicarbonate are natu-
rally occurring compounds that 
are not expected to have ad-
verse effects on humans or the 
environment when used as 
fungicides. Use of these two 

compounds in pesticide prod-
ucts may provide an alternative 
to more toxic fungicides cur-
rently on the market.  
  These two compounds are 
found throughout nature in 
living systems and in non-living 
environments. They are an inte-
gral part of humans, other ani-
mals, plants, and virtually all 
living organisms, and are crucial 
for normal function. They are 
also present in soils, water, 
rocks, and other parts of the 
environment. They are found in 
many consumer products.  
  No adverse health effects are 
expected when potassium bicar-
bonate or sodium bicarbonate 
are used as pesticides. The com-
pounds are ubiquitous in nature; 
considered to be "generally 
recognized as safe" (GRAS) by 
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion; naturally present in human 
food; widely distributed in com-
merce; available to the general 

What about Sodium and Potassium bicarbonate? 

public for non-pesticidal uses; 
and required for normal func-
tion in human, animal, plant and 
environmental systems. Potas-
sium bicarbonate and sodium 
bicarbonate are not associated 
with adverse effects to humans.  
Potassium bicarbonate 
and sodium bicarbonate 
are not associated with 
adverse effects to the 
environment. 
  Currently, in Hawaii, the US 
Department of Agriculture is 
conducting testing for the use 
of baking soda to control coqui 
frogs. 
  As these test results become 
available, more information will 
posted. 
 
 
See:     http://epa.gov/
oppbppd1/biopesticides/
ingredients/factsheets/
factsheet_073508.htm 

Weighing in on coqui 
  How much does a typical 

coqui frog weigh?   
  Anywhere from 54 to 117 grams!  
 
  The females are usually larger and 
sometimes filled with eggs. 
 
  So, how much is that in the real 
world?  Here are a few examples 
to give you perspective: 
 

= 12 nickels =  60g 
= 1 medium kiwi = 78g 
= 1 incense stick = 100g 
= 1 stainless dinner knife = 105g 

= Sony Ericsson phone = 95g 
= 72” Deluxe feather boa = 80g 
= Average Asian American rice 
consumption per day = 115g 

= Large Ultimate Frisbee = 175g 
= 2 eggs = 100g 
= 1 ostrich eyeball = 60g 
= 1 ostrich brain = 40g 
= Mini multi tool = 89g 
= 1/3 cup of sugar = 75g 
= Average skein of yarn = 70g 
= Badminton racquet = 87g 
= 7/8 cup butter = 200g 
= Deck of cards = 92g 
= Avg. kitten birth weight = 100g 

All in all, we are talking about 
something VERY lightweight! 
 
The following internet link is very 
helpful converting weights: 
http://www.convert-me.com/en/
convert/weight 
 
 

Available in 25 kg (55 lb) bags 

Sony Ericsson 
phone  (95g) 

Ostrich eye 
(60g) 

A scale to weigh frogs? 

Mini multi tool 
(89g) 


