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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of January 28, 
2008.    Crews will be arriving 
in the afternoon and working 
until around 7:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for January 28 and 29. 
  This last week the crew 
sprayed lime in sections 5, 10, 
and 11. 
  They did hear one calling frog 
in section 16 which was cap-
tured and placed into the cage 
in section 14. 
  Frog refugia traps were 
checked in section 5 and 7 
with no eggs or frogs detected. 
  This week the crew will focus 
on applying lime in sections16 
and 20 and try to finish up  the 
rest of section 10. 

  Being that it was fairly cold 
while the crew was at the sight, 
the frogs in the cages were not 
calling and there were no female 
frogs on the outside of the habi-
tats. 
  The Hawaii Department of Agri-
culture will not be pursuing the 
renewal of the section 18 exemp-
tion for hydrated lime use.  This 
exemption will end on April 26, 
2008.  After spraying on the 
ground and drying, the hydrated 
lime does not have any residual 
effects on the frogs.  In light of 
this, HDOA Pesticides Branch is 
waiting for US Department of 
Agriculture Wildlife Services to 
complete tests on Sodium and 
Potassium bicarbonate.  
  Next week, there will be an 
article with more information on 
this product. 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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Coqui News 
 

Online at www.hear.org/kisc/coqui_news 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 

POSTED:   

Friday, January 25, 2008 

The disease that is the 
most devastating to the 
world’s population of 

frogs (the chytrid fungus) 
does not seem to affect 

the coqui frog. 

 

From www.coquicoop.com 

  That being said, the crew will be 
focusing on depleting our supply of 
lime over the next couple of 
months and holding off on using 
citric acid. 
  A calling frog was reported at 
WalMart, but when the crew 
checked it out, they discovered that 
a door alarm had a low battery and 
was chirping!   

Report coqui frogs! 

643-PEST 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 
 

= http://www.earlham.edu/~biol/hawaii/amphibians.htm 
 
= http://wildlifepreservation.suite101.com/blog.cfm/climate_change_and_frog_disease 

  While Amphibians are found 
throughout the world, they are 
not native to Hawaii (Bryan 
1931). The earliest account of 
frog introductions to Hawaii is 
from 1857, and most introduc-
tions to the natural Hawaiian 
ecosystem occurred between 
1857 and 1935.  
  Newspaper accounts of a 
booming frog industry from 
1905-1908, tell stories of Ha-
waiian frog farmers not only 
supplying the Hawaiian islands 
but also sending their frogs to 
San Francisco where they re-
ceived $4-6 per dozen (Bryan 
1931). This was very profitable, 
especially considering that in 
1931 the price per dozen frog 
legs was $2.40 (Bryan 1931).  
  However the frog farming 

industry seemed to disappear 
for a while after 1908 until it 
reappeared again in 1930 when 
people began to reconsider the 
benefits of a frog farming indus-
try in Hawaii (Bryan 1931).  
  The University of Hawaii was 
especially optimistic, and pro-
moted it as a job that taro and 
rice planters could have on the 
side for extra income (Bryan 
1931).  
  Frog clubs also began to form. 
In 1930, in Kohala, Hawaii the 
first 4-H frog club in Hawaii was 
organized. One frog club, and 
perhaps others, received ship-
ments of frogs to raise and pre-
sumably sell to whom ever 
would buy the frogs (Bryan 
1931).  
  Many frogs were intentionally 

Hawaiian Frog Farming 
introduced to Hawaii for the 
purpose of insect control, 
while others may have escaped 
from frog farms or were pets 
that were released, still others 
may have arrived as stowaways 
on shipments of plants from 
around the world (Bryan 1931; 
Svihla 1936; Krause 1999; 
USGS 2002).  
  Interestingly in a paper writ-
ten by Svihla (1936), five years 
after Bryan (1931), a reference 
is made to frogs that may have 
arrived as stowaways before a 
stringent quarantine went into 
effect.   
 
For full article see: 
http://www.earlham.edu/~biol/
hawaii/amphibians.htm 

Climate change and frog disease 
  New technology used to under-
stand Costa Rican tree frog sun-
bathing and prevention of chy-
trid fungal disease. Less sun 
may mean frogs are not able to 
‘burn off’ fungus. 
  Amphibians have long been 
known to camouflage them-
selves by changing color. But 
some tree frogs in Costa Rica 
may also have been using the 
technique to kill off the chytrid 
fungus that is devastating am-
phibians around the world. 
Comparing these frogs with 
others who lack this particular 
pigment may tell scientists 
whether reduced light levels 
are involved in the increase in 

disease.  
  The scientists are using a new 
type of scanning mechanism 
called Optical Coherence To-
mography (OCT) to study the 
changes in the skin of the frogs. 
Using OCT they don’t have to 
touch the frogs to get their in-
formation, meaning the amphibi-
ans are less stressed and the 
scientists will not unwittingly 
transmit the chytrid disease by 
handling the frogs. 
  The ability to withstand strong 
sunlight appears to be linked to 
the presence of a skin pigment 
known as pterorhodin. The 
frogs that have pterorhodin also 
appear to be able to change skin 

texture to a metallic sheen, 
which may allow them to with-
stand higher temperatures, 
such as those they would be 
exposed to when basking in the 
treetops of the rainforest.  
  Those temperatures may be 
just what is needed to kill off 
the chytrid fungus that is affect-
ing frogs populations all over 
the world. But if, as the scien-
tists suspect, increased cloud 
cover over the rainforest is 
reducing the frogs’s exposure 
to the temperature (or possi-
bly the type of UV light) 
needed to destroy the fungus, 
it would help explain why the 
disease is on the rise.  

China’s experimental  
frog farm 

Half-pound bullfrogs can be pro-
duced at a profit using his system, 

says Ken Holyoak of Georgia.  
http://www.enquirer.com/editions
/2001/06/16/fin_frog_farm_seen_

as.html 

Check out http://
wildlifepreservation.suite101.com/
blog.cfm/
climate_change_and_frog_disease 


