
section 5 as well as on strawberry 
guava in sections 12-16. 
  Citric acid will be applied in 
section 13 and 17 as well as any 
areas where frogs are heard. 
  Work at the site is dependant 
on the weather and accessible 
roads, so planned spraying may 
change at the site accordingly. 
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Work update at Lawai infestation site 

Management Area Map 

   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of December 17, 
2007.    Crews will be arriving 
in the afternoon and working 
until around 9:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for December 17 and 
18. 
  This past work week the 
KISC crew was working with 
partners on a project in Mana 
to remove Long Thorn Kiawe 
from the coastal strand.  Only 
occasional monitoring took 
place at the Lawai site this 
week. 
  This work week, the crew 
hopes that they can get back 
out there and apply lime in 
sections 6 and 7. 
  Herbicide is scheduled for 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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Coqui News 
 

Online at www.hear.org/kisc/coqui_news 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 

POSTED:   

Friday, December 14, 2007 

The Giant Waxy Tree Frog's 
name was derived because 

the frog produces a waxy sub-
stance that helps it retain 

moisture. It lives high in the 
rainforest canopy where hu-

midity levels may get relatively 
low.  

Coqui frog 
Photo by: Gerald Lopez, AP  



Invaders target Guam: Community plays big role in stopping 
invasive species  
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 
 

= http://www.mauinews.com/news/2007/12/2/01frog1202.html 
 

= http://www.guampdn.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071201/
NEWS01/712010317/1002 

  HAIKU – Bob Flint is about 
to get some big guns in his 
almost decade-long war with 
the tiny but extremely annoy-
ing coqui frog. 
  The coqui are not native to 
Hawaii and have inundated 
about 80 acres of the Maliko 
Gulch between Haiku and 
Makawao, near Flint’s home. 
The frogs’ calls are as loud as 
a lawn mower and have 
forced Flint’s wife, Sunny 
Jordan, to wear earplugs to 
bed for the past five years. 
  At one point, the couple 
were spending $250 a month 
to spray citric acid on vegeta-
tion to kill the pests. Flint 
even helped spawn his own 
volunteer anti-coqui program 
called the Kokomo Street 
Frog Squad. 

  But now the Maui Invasive 
Species Committee is 
readying a unique project of its 
own design intended to de-
stroy what MISC is calling the 
last stronghold of the coqui on 
Maui. In some sections of the 
gulch, MISC vertebrates head 
Adam Radford estimates there 
could be up to 20,000 coqui 
per acre. 
  If MISC crews are successful, 
they will have gotten under 
control on Maui one of the 
most loathed invasive species 
in all of Hawaii. 
  Radford and his five-person 
crew developed a plan to in-
stall a portable sprinkler sys-
tem that can spray a concen-
tration of citric acid and water 
in a radius of up to 550 feet. 
The pipes, tanks, pumps and 

MISC Project: Destroy coqui 

generators will be put to use 
in 10 locations in the gulch 
early next year, Radford said. 
  The sprinklers, which are 
similar to what farmers use 
to water their crops, can 
pump out 1,000 gallons a 
week of the nontoxic, biode-
gradable citric acid concen-
tration. 
“It’s nice not to be alone in 
this fight,” Flint said. “They 
are a really exceptional 
group, who will work in the 
rain and at night with head-
lamps . . . They’ve literally 
given me back some of my 
life.” 
 
To read the full article see: 
http://www.mauinews.com/
news/2007/12/2/01frog1202.ht
ml 

Guam entomologist Aubrey 
Moore. 
  So far, the awareness plan is 
working.  
  If the task of taking invasive 
species detection into your 
own hands sounds daunting, 
wildlife biologist Diane Vice 
insists that public involve-
ment can -- and has -- pre-
served Guam in the past. 
  In 2003, an offhand com-
ment by a St. John's School 

faculty member that had 
seen a strange frog led to an 
island-wide hunt that cap-
tured two coqui frogs, halt-
ing a lot of potential head-
aches in the process. 
  If Guam's pair of coqui had 
found each other before 
biologists found them, the 
island might be knee-deep in 
noisemakers by now, Vice 
said. Instead, Guam is coqui-
free. 

  Besides brainy scientists, 
dedicated cargo inspectors 
and inescapable traps, 
Guam's crusade against inva-
sive species needs one more 
component: the community. 
  "If the public eye can help 
detect new species before 
they spread from a location, 
there is a chance we can 
eradicate a species before 
they ever get a hold on the 
island," said University of 

A coqui frog hides under a leaf 
in Haiku  

Photo courtesy Guam  
Department of Agriculture  

Coqui by Ron Walker 


