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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of December 10, 
2007.    Crews will be arriving 
in the afternoon and working 
until around 9:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for December 10 and 
11. 
  Before the storm hit this past 
week, the crew was able to 
apply lime in section 5 as well 
as spray citric acid in section 
11. 
  Monday night they heard two 
fogs calling; one in section 11 
and one in section 13.  They 
sprayed citric acid on the one 
in section 11, but the one in 
section 13 stopped calling so 
they were unable to spray it. 
  There were no more female 

frogs on the coqui cages when 
the crew checked on Monday 
night. 
  This work week the KISC crew 
will be working with partners on 
a project in Mana removing Long 
Thorn Kiawe from the coastal 
strand.  Only occasional monitor-
ing will be conducted at the frog 
site this week. 
  We hope everyone faired well 
with the high winds this past 
week. Strong winds and large 
trees are not a safe combination 
for conducting work at the infes-
tation site in Lawai, so the work-
week was shorted. 
   Tarps were taken down at the 
KISC base yard to prevent dam-
age to our storage facility.  Citric 
acid and lime were covered to 
protect them from the driving 
rain. Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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Coqui News 
 

Online at www.hear.org/kisc/coqui_news 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 

POSTED:   

Friday, December 7, 2007 

There are currently 7 species of 
known frogs in Hawaii: 

American bullfrog 

Cane toad 

Cuban frog 

Greenhouse frog 

Coqui frog 

Wrinkle frog  

Green and Black poison dart frogs 

Protecting the citric acid from high 
winds and rain 

 

Report coqui frogs! 

643-PEST 



Weather frogs 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 
 

= http://newton.dep.anl.gov/askasci/bio99/bio99128.htm 
 

= http://www.weathernotebook.org/thisweek.html 

  Sexing frogs depends on 
the species. There are a 
number of tropical species 
that are dimorphic 
(difference in form between 
individuals of different sex in 
the same species)  in re-
gards to color, with the 
males being more colorful 
than females.  
  In Minnesota, Bullfrogs and 
Green Frog males have lar-
ger eardrums than females. 
In some species males will 
have enlarged thumbs. Most 
good field guides will pro-
vide descriptions of the 
differences. 
  Under certain conditions, 
some frogs can change their 
sex! 
  As far as frogs are con-
cerned (and other organ-
isms that display this 

phenomenon), apparently 
there are chemical triggers 
that respond to the 
number of members in a 
population that will activate 
the gene(s) that will allow for 
the disintegration of one set 
of sex organs and the devel-
opment of the other.  This is 
an advantage to a species 
whereby they have evolved 
the ability to assure their 
reproductive success.  
  It all boils down to the level 
of which genes are activated. 
Studies have shown that the 
sex chromosomes are not 
necessarily the determining 
factor.  The traditional dis-
play of a female is when 
an individual has two X chro-
mosomes present.  When 
one of these genes is a Y, it is 
a male.  This tends to be the 

Male or Female? 

case for most 
organisms that sport indi-
viduals that are different 
sexes. 
  However, the Y chromo-
some has been almost al-
ways a male determining 
chromosome, but with mo-
lecular biology and genetic 
engineering techniques, a 
male can be made from a 
XX combination and fe-
males have developed from 
XY combinations.  These 
are extremely rare, but 
they have given insight to 
the fact that there are other 
factors beside X and Y 
chromosomes that deter-
mine sex, probably a gene 
found in both chromo-
somes. 
 
(see second link below) 

frog ascended, the better 
the weather.  
  When gloomy weather 
was about to set in, the 
frog would descend down 
the ladder into the water.  
  Whether or not there was 
any scientific basis for the 
frog's maneuvers is sub-
ject to debate, but Europe-
ans trusted their amphib-

ian forecasters so much 
that in modern-day Ger-
many, people still reserve 
a special name for a me-
teorologist or anyone with 
more than a passing in-
terest in weather: they 
call them Wetterfrosch , 
which literally means 
"weather frog." 
 
(see link at bottom of page) 

  In Old World Europe, 
people often kept a small 
tree frog in a glass partially 
filled with water. Inside the 
glass was a miniature lad-
der upon which the frog 
could perch. According to 
folklore, the frog would 
climb up the ladder as 
pleasant weather ap-
proached-the higher the 

Common Reed Frog (Hyperolius 
viridiflavus) is a species that has 

been known to change sex 

A children’s book  
by Marion Dane Bauer 

A weather frog 


