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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of December 3, 
2007.    Crews will be arriving 
in the afternoon and working 
until around 9:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for December 3 and 
4. 
  Although this past week was 
very wet and the crew was not 
able to spray on Tuesday eve-
ning, they were able to apply 
citric acid in sections 15 and 
16 on Monday night.   
  They were also able to apply 
hydrated lime in section 7 and 
use herbicide to control hau, 
Job’s tears, and weeds in sec-
tions 18, 19, and 20. 
  There were no frogs that 
were heard calling this week 

while the crew was at the site 
and no female frogs were spotted 
at the coqui cages that we have at 
the site.  This is very encouraging 
news as we continue to monitor 
the site to ensure eradication. 
  Next week the crew will focus 
on spraying citric acid in section 
17 as well as any areas where 
calling frogs might be heard. 
  They will also attempt to finish 
applying lime to section 7 as well 
as move to section 6. 
  Herbicide work will target 
strawberry guava in sections 12-
16 as well as clean up any fallen 
trees that obstruct the access 
roads. 

 

 

 
Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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Coqui News 
 

Online at www.hear.org/kisc/coqui_news 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 

POSTED:   

Friday, November 30, 2007 

The eggs of some species 
of frogs laid out of water 
can detect vibrations of 
nearby predatory wasps 
or snakes, and will hatch 

early to avoid being 
eaten.  

Getting good coverage with citric acid 

 

 

 

       

Report coqui frogs! 

643-PEST 



Do frogs migrate? 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 
 

= http://www.sciencenews.org/articles/20020629/food.asp 
 

= http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frog 

  Current methods of con-
trol for coqui frogs in Ha-
waii include using citric acid 
and hydrated lime applied as 
a spray that kills frogs on 
contact.  But what about 
the use of caffeine? 
  On October 1, 2001, the 
US Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) an-
nounced that it had ap-
proved the use of caffeine 
to fight the infestation of 
coqui frogs in Hawaii.  But 
on November 27, 2002, the 
emergency exemption to 
use caffeine to control the 
frogs expired and the State 
did not seek to renew the 
exemption. 
  Caffeine is a central nerv-
ous system stimulant that 
interferes with a neuro-
transmitter in the brain 
called adenosine. Caffeine 

also acts at other places in 
the body to increase heart 
rate, constrict blood vessels, 
relax air passages, and affect 
muscles. An overdose of 
caffeine is lethal to the coqui 
frog.     
  Caffeine, though associated 
widely with coffee, also ap-
pears naturally in tea, ca-
cao—the source of choco-
late—and a host of other 
plants. The reason, according 
to the 2001 opus The World 
of Caffeine by Bennett A. 
Weinberg and Bonnie K. 
Bealer, flora the world over 
have found this compound a 
useful weapon to control 
predation by bacteria, fungi, 
and insects.  
  However, other animals, 
including humans, are also at 
risk from the dangers of caf-
feine. "Caffeinism" is a state 

Why not caffeine? 

of chronic toxicity resulting 
from excess caffeine con-
sumption. Caffeinism usually 
combines physical addiction 
with a wide range of debili-
tating effects, most notably 
anxiety, irritability, mood 
swings, sleep disturbance, 
depression, and fatigue.  
  The State did not seek to 
renew the EPA exemption 
because there were con-
cerns regarding the cost and 
restrictions on the use of 
caffeine, and citric acid and 
hydrated lime have proven 
to be effective for coqui 
frog control.   
 
For more info see: 
http://
www.newstarget..com/012352.html 
 
http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/coqui/
caffeine.asp 

  Some frogs migrate when 
they go between their shal-
low summer breeding ponds 
and deeper lakes where they 
over-winter in cold climates.  
  These frogs move during 
rainy or high humidity days 
or evenings. Frogs stay out of 
the deep lakes until they are 
ready to hibernate, as hungry 

fish would gladly make a 
meal out of them. Frogs 
that arrive early hang out in 
the vegetation along the 
shore. Frogs that arrive 
later, when the weather is 
colder, swim way out to 
deep water, ready to begin 
hibernating.  
 

  Many frogs return to the 
bodies of water where they 
were born, often resulting in 
annual migrations involving 
thousands of frogs. In conti-
nental Europe, a large pro-
portion of migrating frogs 
used to die on roads, before 
special fences and tunnels 
were built for them.  

A lethal mix: Caffeine and frogs 

Another reason not to use  
caffeine on frogs 

 Columbia spotted frog  

Migrating frogs: 

California red-legged frog 


