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   Upcoming control work 
is scheduled to continue 
the week of October 22, 
2007.    Crews will be arriving 
in the morning and working 
until around 9:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for October 22, 23, 
24, 25, and 26. 
  This past week, crews were 
able to work at the Lawai in-
festation site every day. 
  We have continued to have 
“sprayer issues” and were only 
able to apply citric acid to 
various areas.  Applications 
took place in sections 3, 5, 9, 
11-15, and 18-20. 
  Herbicide application took 
place in sections 2, 3, 5, 6, and 
10, treating vegetation re-
growth and killing tall guinea 

grass. 
  Each night the crew worked, 
they were able to hand-capture 
frogs, leaving either no calling 
frogs or one they couldn’t reach.  
The unreachable ones were 
sprayed the following day.  A 
total of 5 frogs were captured 
this last week. 
  By Thursday evening, no frogs 
were heard at the site. 
  This coming week, herbicide will 
be applied in sections 4, 18, 19, 
21, and 22. 
  Lime is scheduled to be applied 
in sections 2, 6, 10, and 11.  Citric 
acid will be sprayed wherever 
calling frogs are heard. 
  Also, this past week, a cage was 
installed at the site to lure female 
coqui to calling males.  Please see 
the article on the back to learn 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

= KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

= Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

= Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

= Pest Hotline : 643-PEST 
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The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

Tidbit 

POSTED:   

Friday, October 19, 2007 

The longest recorded 
lifespan of a frog was 
a European Common 

Toad (Bufo bufo ssp.) 
at 40 years! 

Coqui frogs live about 
6 six. 

Coqui cage at frog site 

more about what’s behind this 
logic. 
  Again, please call us if you hear 
any frogs in your area! 

Report coqui frogs  

(outside of this infestation site) 

643-PEST 



A feeding loop keeps coqui in check 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
= Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 
 

= http://luq.lternet.edu/research/projects/food_web_description.htm 
 
= http://curriculum.calstatela.edu/courses/builders/lessons/less/biomes/rainforest/

tropi_rain/rainweb.html 

  What do you do when you 
have coqui frogs in your or-
ganic nursery and you do not 
want any chemicals used to 
eradicate the infestation? The 
answer for one nursery on 
Oahu was to trap them. 
  This method, developed by 
a nursery grower, is to house 
captured calling males in a 
screened cage enclosure to 
attract females to the area. 
As the caged males call 
throughout the night, females 
will be lured to the enclo-
sure, and can then be hand-
captured.  
  This technique has been 
quite successful in suppress-

ing smaller-sized populations, 
however, it is very labor inten-
sive because the captured 
males require constant moni-
toring to ensure proper hydra-
tion and adequate food 
sources to maintain their vigor 
to call. 
  As the population declines at 
the infestation site in Lawai, 
the KISC crew has set up their 
own “coqui cage” in an at-
tempt to lure remaining fe-
males for hand-capturing. 
 This artificial coqui habitat 
(shown at right) was designed 
and built by KISC Field Opera-
tions Leader, Joe Kona.  It 
features a large door at one 

Passively trapping coqui frogs 

end to help maintain foliage 
and ensure the comfort of 
the inhabitants.  An added 
feature is a smaller door 
where male frogs can be in-
troduced to the cage without 
risk of escapees. 
  The last of the calling males 
at the Lawai infestation site 
are placed into this cage in 
the hopes of attracting the 
last of the gravid (carrying 
eggs) female coqui.  Crews 
check this trap nightly with 
the intention of hand-
capturing lurking frogs. 
  We’ll keep you posted as to 
their success! 

  The most 
abundant 
consumers in 
the El Verde 
food web are 
anoline liz-
ards, which 
are diurnal, 
and coqui 
frogs, which 
are noctur-
nal. Major 
anole predators (Puerto Ri-
can lizard cuckoo, pearly-
eyed thrasher, hawks) are 
also diurnal while most coqui 
predators (tarantulas, crab 

spiders, whip 
scorpions, 
Puerto Rican 
screech owl) 
are nocturnal. 
Thus, day-night 
activity differ-
ences lead to 
distinct sub-
webs 
(compartments) 
with the same 

habitat.  

 
http://luq.lternet.edu/research/
projects/
food_web_description.htm 

  Feeding loops (in which 
species A eats B, B eats C, 
and C eats A) are common 
at El Verde, Puerto Rico, 
where Eleutherodactylus coqui 
are native.  
  Some of these loops involve 
reciprocal predation among 
different life history stages of 
mutual predators. For exam-
ple, Eleutherodactylus coqui (a 
common frog) eats juvenile 
centipedes, wolf spiders, ta-
rantulas, and whip scorpions, 
all of which consume juvenile 
coqui as adults.  

Puerto Rican Screech Owl 

Eleutherodactylus coqui 

Artificial coqui habitat 

Puerto Rican Crested Anole 


