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Work update at Lawai infestation site 

Management Area Map 

   Upcoming control work is 
scheduled to continue the 
week of July 9, 2007.    Crews 
will be arriving mid-morning and 
working until around 9:30 pm. 
  Field crew work is sched-
uled for July 9, 10, 11 and 12. 
  This past week was a busy one, 
although the crew only had 
three days/nights at the site.  
The reported frog above the 
spillway, below section 1, was 
captured and the frogs below 
Lawailoa Lane were sprayed.  
These sights will continue to be 
monitored for re-infestations. 
  Herbicide was sprayed in sec-
tions 7, and 12-16 while they 
conducted weed maintenance 
along with some follow-up trail 
work in section 16.  Although it 
was quite wet this week, they 
were also able to spray citric 
acid in sections 18-21as well as 

in sections 10-13.  Lime was ap-
plied in section 15 and 16. 
  This week the frog crew will 
start with a more systematic 
spraying schedule to make sure 
that they are sweeping entire 
sections.  Their work will concen-
trate on using both lime and citric 
acid in sections 1through 6 as well 
as 10 and 17.  These areas will be 
a challenge due to the steepness 
and amount of vegetative debris.  
  We are also still trying to elimi-
nate a pesky frog at the end of 
Uwila Place. With the right winds, 
we will be able to spray it. 
  Contracted clearing continues 
on the intake side of the reser-
voir.  Work is being performed by 
J & R Equipment.  By using a hy-
dro-axe attached to an excavator 
the vegetation is ground into 
mulch negating the need to re-
move debris from the site. The 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

• KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

• Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

• Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

• Pest Hotline: 643-PEST 
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Coqui News 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

 

Research along the lines 
of interrupting the coqui 
frog life cycle is being 
considered. A spray can 
be developed to make 
the coqui frog sterile by 
interfering with its repro-
ductive processes.  

Tidbit 

POSTED:   

Friday, July 6, 2007 

crew is monitoring frog activity in 
this area to catch any frogs that 
might be displaced by this activity. 

Jerrie Louis, Jr., owner of  

J & R Equipment 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
• Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 

• http://www.hear.org/AlienSpeciesInHawaii/species/frogs/ 
 

• http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/coqui/how_to_capture.asp 
 

• http://www.thefrog.org/biology/skin/skin.htm 

The skinny on frog skin 
  In general, some species of 
frogs have glands that are 
modified to produce toxins 
and other substances that 
will repel predators. Some 
frog skin toxins are being 
researched as potential pain 
medications.  
  Frogs have a huge variety of 
skin colors and patterns. 
Colors can help warn preda-
tors that the frog may be 
poisonous.  Patterned skin 
can help camouflage the frog, 
so it sinks into the back-
ground, out of the sight of 
predators.  
 
Check out the bottom link for more 
information 

beneath the water, all its 
respiration takes place 
through the skin. Oxygen is 
obtained directly from the 
water. The frog does not 
breathe through its skin 
alone. Adult frogs have 
paired, simple, saclike lungs.  
  Frog skin is water perme-
able, this means it can let 
water in and out. Frogs 
don't often drink with their 
mouths, they absorb water 
through their skin. They 
have a 'seat pouch', an area 
on their bellies which is 
designed for water absorp-
tion. They absorb through 
capillary action from water 
or a moist surface.  

  The skin of the coqui frog 
actually serves several func-
tions.  The skin does not 
merely protect the frog but 
helps in respiration and hy-
dration, repel predators and 
aid in camouflage.  
  Frogs are covered by a 
soft, thin, moist skin com-
posed of two layers, an 
outer epidermis and an in-
ner dermis. Breathing pores 
in skin called spiracles. An 
extensive network of blood 
vessels runs throughout the 
frog's skin. Oxygen can pass 
through the membranous 
skin, thereby entering di-
rectly into the blood.  
  When a frog submerges 

  You can either trap the 
frog in a container or place 
a slide-top plastic bag (inside 
out) over your hand as a 
glove, capture the frog in 
your hand, and turn the bag 
right side out and zip it 
shut.  
  Hawaii Department of 
Agriculture personnel de-
vised a tool consisting of a 
length of plastic tubing 
(fluorescent tube protective 
sheath sold at hardware 
stores in 8-ft lengths) cut at 

an angle, with a plastic bag 
taped over one end.  
  To use it you place the 
open end of the tube over 
the frog, and the frog will 
invariably hop into the tube 
and can be tipped into the 
bag attached to the end! 
  The KISC frog crew prefers 
to use the hand-capture 
method of quickly grabbing 
the frog bare-handed 
(sometimes grabbing leaves 
and all from the branch 
where it is resting). 

Tools for capturing frogs 

Microscopic photo of coqui 
skin 

  Any of these methods re-
quire the ability to hone in 
and find this elusive pest, 
which is the most difficult 
part of capturing it! 

Eric Twedt with captured frog 

Assemble the tube 

Place the end of the tube over 
the frog 

Watch as the frog jumps 
higher into the tube! 


