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   Upcoming control work is 
scheduled to continue the 
week of June 18, 2007.    
Crews will be arriving in the 
early morning and working until 
9:30 pm., at the latest.  

    This week, field-work is 
scheduled to take place on 
June 18, 19, and 20. 
  Last week, crews were able to 
apply lime in section 11 and 
spray citric acid in section 5 and 
6.  The frog at the end of Uwila 
Place was not calling so the crew 
was unable to eradicate it.  Even 
though the weather was not 
cooperating entirely, the crew 
was also able to hand capture 23 
frogs.  On Thursday, the 14th, 
the crew monitored for frogs 
elsewhere on the island.  One 
calling frog in Princeville was 
captured. 
  This coming week the crew will 

focus on applying lime in section 2 
and 10 as well as spray citric acid 
in sections 3, 7, 8, 9,  and 17.  
They will also listen again for the 
frog heard at the end of Uwila 
Place to attempt extermination. 

  The contractor has scheduled to 
begin at the Lawai site on 
Wednesday, June 20.  Work with 
heavy machinery will focus on 
clearing sections 13 through 20 as 
well as cleaning up an access road.  
He will also complete adding rock 
to one of the steeper dirt access 
roads to improve movement in 
slick weather.  We will keep you 
posted on their work. 
  Last week we received 40 pallets 
of citric acid from China.  Kauai 
Freight delivered these loads to 
the KISC base-yard and were 
masterful in arranging it under our 
tarps.  This citric acid was pur-
chased with funding allocated 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

• KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

• Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

• Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

• Pest Hotline: 643-PEST 
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The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

 
The female coqui is 
about 30% larger than 
the male. The species 
overall typically grows 
to between 33 and 58 
mm in length (Behler, 
1979).  

Tidbit 

POSTED:   

Friday, June 15, 2007 

from the County Council for this 
frog eradication project. 
  Prior notification of work will 
continue to be given weekly.  If 
there are any questions or con-
cerns please contact the crew 
supervisor. 

Report a Pest: 

643-PEST 

40 tons of citric acid 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
• Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 

• http://www.hear.org/AlienSpeciesInHawaii/species/frogs/ 
 

• http://www.hawaii.edu/ur/newslinks/tribune/tribune050314.htm 
 

• http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/accounts/information/
Eleutherodactylus_coqui.html 

What do coqui eat? 
is made up of roaches and 
crickets and the remaining 
half is made up of primarily 
ants, due to their abundance 
in the forest.  
  Their mode of predation is 
the energy conserving am-
bush method. E. coqui indi-
viduals will sit on leaves, not 
moving at all, until the prey 
is very close, whereupon 
they strike. They often 
move less than 5 cm to 
reach prey in a strike. These 
small frogs often remain at 
profitable foraging sites 
throughout the night.  

an increase in their prey, 
such as mosquitoes.  
  William Mautz, UH-Hilo 
Biology Professor, said re-
search has shown that mos-
quitoes are almost never 
part of the coqui diet be-
cause the two seldom meet.  
  Coquis feed primarily on 
arthropods. Diet varies with 
size and age but not gender. 
Smaller, juvenile frogs eat 
smaller prey, such as ants. 
Larger frogs have a more 
diverse diet, including larger 
organisms such as spiders, 
moths, crickets, snails and 
even small frogs.  
  It seems that more than 
half of the adult coqui’s diet 

  Coqui frogs, natives of 
Puerto Rico believed to 
have arrived in Hawaii 
about a dozen years ago in 
potted plants or nursery 
materials, are prodigious 
eaters of insects. Scientists 
are concerned that they will 
upset the delicate balance of 
Hawaii's ecosystems by eat-
ing native and other insects 
that provide food for native 
birds.  
  He said such a disruption 
could have a variety of ef-
fects, including some di-
rectly affecting humans. If 
the coqui's diet includes a 
large number of spiders, for 
instance, that could result in 

   

Color the coqui! 

Typical coloring of coqui 

"We expect a major 
alteration of the food 
web -- who eats who 
in the forest," Mautz 
said. "(Coqui) have 
become one of the 
major predators in the 
forest even though 
they're quite small."  

Tiny coqui frog 


