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   Upcoming control work is 
scheduled to continue the 
week of May 28, 2007.    
Crews will be arriving in the 
afternoon and working until 9:30 
pm., at the latest.  

    This week, field-work is 
scheduled to take place on 
Thursday, May 31. 
  Last week, crews were able to 
herbicide in section 18. They 
sprayed citric acid in sections 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22. Craig Kane-
shige, with Hawaii Department 
of Agriculture, was able to con-
firm that there were two calling 
males in section 20 and 22.  A 
thorough drenching with 600 
gallons of citric acid in these 
areas was hopefully able to kill 
these frogs.  
  Neighbors are urged to con-
tinue to report calling frogs, 
especially in areas bordering the 

infestation. 
  No vegetation clearing was con-
ducted this week as the contrac-
tor is still hung up on another 
project.  They hope to be at this 
site within a couple of weeks. 

  For this upcoming week, the 
KISC crew will only be at the 
Lawai site on Thursday, May 31.  
They will work on applying herbi-
cide to Pothos vines in section 4 
and spray with citric acid in sec-
tion 13. 
  We have almost finalized the 
hiring of our new frog work-force 
and anticipate that they will be 
“on the ground” working full time 
at the site starting mid June.  They 
will be scheduled Monday through 
Thursday working 10 hour days. 
  With this increase of activities, 
neighbors should soon hear a 
marked decline of calling frogs at 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

• KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

• Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

• Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

• Pest Hotline: 643-PEST 
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Eleutherodactylus coqui 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

The Eleutherodactylus genus 
contains over 600 different 
frog species which occur in 
southern United States, 
Central America, South 
America, and the Caribbean. 
There are 17 described 
species of coquís in Puerto 
Rico. 

Tidbit 
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this site. 
  As always, please call if you have 
any questions regarding this pro-
ject. 



Tiny frog has big impact 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
 
• Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 
 

• http://www.hear.org/AlienSpeciesInHawaii/species/frogs/ 
 

• http://www.hear.org/AlienSpeciesInHawaii/species/frogs/ 
 

• http://www2.ctahr.hawaii.edu/oc/freepubs/pdf/coqui_id.pdf 

dentally introduced in Ha-
wai`i.  
  Another impact that this 
tiny frog has is by its sheer 
numbers: it will inevitably be 
disruptive to other species 
as its feces change the 
microbial decomposition on 
the forest floor and thus tip 
the already precarious bal-
ance of Hawaii’s ecosystem. 

 

What are the frogs saying? 
against intruders that enter 
their territory (although 
crews have not heard this 
to be the case at the Lawai 
infestation site).  
  Males typically call during 
courtship from 1-2 meters 
above the ground while 
sitting on a leaf, and female 
Coquis travel long distances 
to answer the male’s calling.  

When male frogs hear terri-
torial calls from nearby male 
coqui frogs, they will drop 
the "kee" part of their call 
and concentrate on "ko" 
until individual frogs are 
spaced out to everyone's 
satisfaction. Then the coquis 
call to the female frogs with 
the higher-pitched "kee" 
notes.  
  Only males call during 
courtship, although both 
sexes vocalize aggressively 

  The coqui frog, a tropical 
tree frog, produces a dis-
tinct two-note croak that 
sounds just like its name 
"ko-kee." The lower "ko" 
sound (which reaches 1,160 
hertz) is a warning to other 
male frogs telling them to 
keep their distance.  
  Only males listen and re-
spond to "ko." The female 
coqui frogs listen to the 
higher-pitched "kee" note 
(which reaches 2,090 hertz). 

  The coqui frog, Eleuthero-
dactylus coqui, was acciden-
tally introduced into Ha-
wai`i from Puerto Rico in 
about 1988. Aside from 
being a major noise nui-
sance, the frogs pose a 
threat to Hawai'i’s island 
ecosystem.  
  Coqui frogs have a vora-
cious appetite that puts 
Hawai'i’s unique insects and 
spiders at risk. They can 
also compete with endemic 
birds and other native fauna 
that rely on insects for 
food.  
     Invasive species -- non-
native plants and animals 
that cause harm to the envi-

ronment or economy -- are 
problematic worldwide, but 
particularly in Hawaii. The 
state has a high proportion 
of species that exist nowhere 
else and can be threatened 
by invasive species.  
  The frogs are quite adapt-
able to the different ecologi-
cal zones and elevations in 
the state and have been 
found from sea level to 4,000 
feet elevation (at sites in Vol-
cano on Hawai`i).  
  Scientists are also con-
cerned that an established 
coqui frog population may 
serve as a readily available 
food source if (or when) 
brown tree snakes are acci-

A study published last 
year [2005]on the 
impact of the coqui 
concluded it is unlikely 
the 2-inch frog with its 
loud, whistling call will 
ever be eradicated 
from the Big Island and 
Maui, where hundreds 
of populations have 
become established.  
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Eleutherodactylus coqui 

Coqui are in the news world-
wide.  Check out the web! 


