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   Upcoming control work is 
scheduled to continue the 
week of May 14, 2007.    
Crews will be arriving in the 
early morning and working until 
9:30 pm., at the latest.  

    This week, work is sched-
uled Monday through Fri-
day. 
  Last week, crews were able to 
herbicide in sections 3 and 7. 
They sprayed citric acid in sec-
tions 3, 8, 16 and 17.  Survey 
work was conducted in sections 
18, 19, 20, 21 as well as 16, 17 
and the spillway.  There was 
some concern that frogs had 
breached the Northwestern 
edge, but it was confirmed that 
the calling was all coming from 
section 17 and echoing across. 
  Workers will focus this week 
doing herbicide control in sec-
tions 2, 3, and 7.  Spraying of 

citric acid will target sections 2, 3, 
4, 9, 16, and 17.  Lime application 
will take place in sections 6 and 7. 

    Contracted work will also 
continue this week focusing on 
road improvements and clearing 
of sections 12 - 16 and 18 - 20.  
This will involve heavy machinery 
that will access the area through 
the coffee field side of the project. 
  Thank you to whoever re-
ported the disconnection of 
our water line at the hydrant on 
Tuesday night.  A quick turn-off 
response was also done by a 
neighboring resident.  This is 
much appreciated!  The crews 
only use this water to fill the 
spray tank and do not know any-
thing is wrong until they return to 
the water line to fill up and notice 
that they have no water pressure. 
  We are working on remedying 
this problem to try to create a 

Contact Phone Numbers: 

• KISC: 246-0684  
(from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

• Crew Supervisor:  
651-8781 

• Hawaii Department of  
Agriculture: 274-3069 

• Pest Hotline: 643-PEST 
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KISC Crewmember hooks up water 
line on Uwela Place hydrant 

The map to the 
left shows the 
entire infestation 
area.  This area 
has been broken 
into management 
units, and num-
bered accord-
ingly. 
 
Work at the site 
will reference 
these numbers. 
 
If you hear call-
ing frogs in an 
area near you, 
please contact 
our office so that 
we can schedule 
treatment in that 
unit. 

The coqui have a total of 18 
toes; four on each front leg, 
five on each back leg. Its 
species name is literally 
translated as “the free-toed 
frog of Puerto Rico” because 
it does not have webbing 
between its toes. 

Tidbit 
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connection that will not so easily 
come apart.  Please call the 
KISC Crew Supervisor at 651-
8781 to report a disconnect 
so that the crew can quickly 
shut off the water. 

   

   



Coqui life cycle 
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Informational Links 
Please visit the following sites for more info: 
• Work Notification Policy:    
      http://www.hear.org/kisc/pdfs/200704coquiworknotificationpolicy.pdf 

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coqu%C3%AD 
 
 

• http://www.hear.org/AlienSpeciesInHawaii/species/frogs/ 
 

• http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/coqui/life.asp 

year! It takes about 8 
months for froglets to ma-
ture. Adult coqui frogs may 
live as long as 4-6 years.  

This information was taken from 
the CTAHR web site (see link at 
bottom of page).  At this site you 
can see a movie clip of the hatching 
of frog eggs into a tiny froglet.. 

Damaging effects of coqui 
of coqui could jeopardize 
local plant sales as well as 
exports. 
  Homeowners are also 
concerned about property 
values while resorts worry 
that chirping frogs will drive 
tourists away. A recent eco-
nomic study on Hawaii 
showed a decline in coqui-
infested property values. 
 

Excerpts from USDA Pest Alert:: 
Caribbean Tree Frogs in Hawaii  

consume 47,500 prey per 
night per acre.  Because 
these frogs consume such 
an abundance of insects, 
biologists are also con-
cerned that they could lead 
to the extinction of Hawai-
ian arthropods like native 
spiders, which have already 
been negatively affected by 
the establishment of other 
invasive predators. 
  Hawaii’s vital floriculture 
and nursery industry are 
also at risk.  An infestation 

  In their native range, Car-
ibbean tree frogs consume a 
diet consisting mostly of 
insects.  While this is bene-
ficial in the Caribbean, it 
could be devastating to Ha-
waii, which doesn’t have any 
native amphibian species.  
The majority of Hawaii’s 
native forest birds are par-
tially or entirely dependent 
on insects for food.   
  At peak densities in Puerto 
Rico, coqui frogs, with their 
voracious appetites, can 

  Coqui frogs belong to a 
genus of frogs that do not 
have a tadpole stage and 
therefore do not require a 
body of water to repro-
duce. Instead, the female 
lays the eggs on damp moss 
or leaf litter, or inside a 
rolled or folded leaf, and the 
eggs are brooded by the 
male, who keeps them 
moist until they hatch. 

    At first, the eggs look 
white to off-white and 
opaque, about the size of 
large tapioca pearls. As they 
mature, the eggs enlarge, 

darken and become transpar-
ent, resembling papaya seeds, 
with the frog embryo visible 
inside. When the tiny froglets 
hatch in 14-17 days, they are 
about ½ inch (5 mm) long. 

     In its native Puerto Rico, 
the female coqui frog usually 
lays a cluster or clutch of 34-
75 eggs four to six times a 
year; however, under labora-
tory conditions in Hawai`i, 
mating pairs produce a clutch 
every 2½ weeks without loss 
of fertility – that’s 26 
clutches a year, or more than 
1,400 eggs per female per 

Froglet < 1 hour old  

Frog eggs 14-15 days. 
Actual froglet size: 6 mm 

Frog eggs 10-11 days 
Actual egg size: 5 mm  

Frog eggs 8-9 days 
Actual egg size: 5 mm  

Frog eggs 6-7 days 
Actual egg size: 4 mm  

Frog eggs 1-2 days 
Actual egg size: 3 mm  

Female frog (left) and male frog 
(right) on clutch of eggs. 


